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We are 100% Turks and Christians
In English / Christianity / In English / Ξένες γλώσσες

Ahmet and Dezla Ozgiunes, who have become Orthodox Christian in the last couple 
of years, speak to Alexandros Massavetas of ‘Kathimerini’ newspaper.

We kept meeting every year in one of the Greek parishes at Nichori of Vosporos 
during the Easter Service as if we had been keeping an appointment. I thought 
they were just like the many other Turks who come to the Service out of curiosity 
to experience the Greek traditional Easter or to celebrate among Christian friends 
and be part of a multinational and mixed religious congregation.

The couple, elegant, 

educated and well travelled, is among the thousands of Turks who have recently 
decided to change their religion and among the very few who do not keep their 
decision secret. They have decided to share with the readers of ‘Kathimerini’ their 
internal quest which led them to espouse Orthodoxy, as well as to explain to us 
what it means to be a Turk and a Christian. The interview took place a few months 
before they were due to emigrate abroad.

Several articles in the newspapers on the recent baptisms of Muslims insisted that 
these involved Turks who were of Greek or Armenian origin and thus they were just 
‘returning to their roots’. Was such an origin the reason which led you to espouse 
Christianity? (περισσότερα…)
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