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The Genocide of Iraqi Christians

Zévec YAwooec / In English

The oppression of the Iraqgi Christians started when Arabs occupied the land in the
seventh century. Their method of wiping out Christianity from the region involved
the implementation of a simple rule; either convert and follow the Islamic banner,
or pay heavy taxes (which many Christians could not afford) or war.

Looking at more modern history, the first genocide of the 20th century began on
April 24, 1915. By 1918, 2.65 million Christians including 750,000 Assyrians, 1.5
million Armenians, and 400,000 Greeks were killed by the Ottoman Empire and the
Kurds. The Assyrians called this genocide “seyfo” which means sword. In 1933, the
massacre of Semel, in Northern Iraqg resulted in the death of 3000 Christians at the
hands of Kurds and the Iraqi Army. This was the first atrocity committed by the new
Iragi state under Prime Minister Bakir Sidqi, after gaining independence from the
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British in 1932. My village Tin, in Northern lIraq, shared a similar fate in 1961.
(meplogdTepa...)
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