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“These Truths We Hold” (Part V)

SYNIXIS OF THE SAINTS OF AhteRIcH |

Continued from (Part 1V)

Orthodoxy in America.

In the 18th Century, the great Orthodox Christian missionary work which began
with Pentecost in Jerusalem, so many centuries before, finally crossed from the
continent of Euro-Asia into North America. The first missionaries traveled with the
explorers Vitus Bering and Alexei Chirikov, who formally claimed Alaska and the
Aleutian Islands in 1741. For the next fifty years, together with the exploration and
economic development of this new outpost of the Russian Empire, the first
attempts were made to bring the Orthodox Faith to the natives of that region (the
Aleuts, the Athabascan Indians, the Tlingits, and the Eskimos).
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