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Apostles of Christ.

Under this title it may be sufficient to supply brief and essential information. The
reader will find at the end of this article various titles of other articles which contain
supplementary information on subjects connected with the Apostles.

The Name.
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The word “Apostle,” from the Greek apostello “to send forth,” “to dispatch,” has
etymologically a very general sense. Apostolos (Apostle) means one who is sent
forth, dispatched — in other words, who is entrusted with a mission, rather, a
foreign mission. It has, however, a stronger sense than the word messenger, and
means as much as a delegate. In the classical writers the word is not frequent. In
the Greek version of the Old Testament it occurs once, in Ill Kings, 14:6 (cf. ibid,
12:24). In the New Testament, on the contrary, it occurs, according to Bruder’s
Concordance, about eighty times, and denotes often not all the disciples of the
Lord, but some of them specially called. It is obvious that our Lord, who spoke an
Aramaic dialect, gave to some of his disciples an Aramaic title, the Greek
equivalent of which was “Apostle.”

Read more... (meploodtepa...)
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