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The Elder Joseph the Hesychast (+1959) 
Strugles, Experiences, Teachings (15)

Continued from (14)

11. The move to New Skete

‘Arsenios,’ said the Elder one day in June 1951, ‘it looks as if our stay here is over. 
The boys have fallen ill. Who’s going to look after who now – they us, or we them?’ 
It was true: even I had begun to weaken, although I was a country boy and 
somewhat used to a hard life. I had a constant pain in my chest, I was coughing up 
blood and having stomach haemorrhages and I felt almost permanently unwell. My 
younger brother Ephrem was weaker, and in consequence he too joined the list of 
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those ‘on suspension’.

The Elder then called us and told us his opinion and his decision that we should 
move somewhere lower down and nearer the sea, as the needs of our life required. 
But the foremost reason, as I have already explained, was economy towards us. 
That made me wonder at his discretion, that he preferred to sacrifice his personal 
peace in order to make allowance for our weakness, whereas he was by 
temperament very hard on himself.

Read more… (περισσότερα…)
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