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My Greek DNA Beats Yours

]Dear U of U: You don’t have to be born in Greece to be a Greek.
By John Saltas

A couple of years ago, I and other family members traced our DNA through 
FamilyTree.com. My DNA—so that of my father, his Greek father and so on—tested 
into Haplogroup R1a1, meaning our Y chromosomes have been wandering around 
central Europe since at least the time of the last Ice Age. My mother’s Cretan father 
(tested via a male cousin born to my mother’s brother) was shown to be a member 
of Haplogroup J2. That group is found throughout the ancient seafaring regions of 
the eastern Mediterranean. Landing there perhaps thanks to the Phoenicians, J2 is 
prevalent on the island of Crete, and it dates at least to the Minoan era.

Read more… (περισσότερα…)
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