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Archbishop Jovan – three years in prison
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Today, December 12, 2014, marks whole three years of imprisonment of 
Archbishop Jovan of Ohrid and Metropolitan of Skopje.

On December 12, 2011, he voluntarily enter his homeland, at the border-crossing 
near Bitola, where he was arrested. Since that day, the state apparatus executes 
torture incomprehensible for the contemporary democratic societies upon him.

In the course of these three years, the members of the Holy Synod of Bishops of 
the Orthodox Ohrid Archbishopric were allowed to visit him only once, in August 
2013.

At the same time, although Archbishop Jovan fulfills all conditions required by the 
law to be granted a two-day leave from prison, the prison authorities are violating 
all legal provisions and persistently deny him the leave that the law grants him.

Archbishop Jovan, who is currently imprisoned for the eighth time in the last twelve 
years, has diabetes. He is placed in a cell together with other thirty-three prisoners. 
The prison conditions are substandard, the cell has one toilet, and the overall 
conditions are altogether further deteriorating his health.

The Helsinki Committee for Human Rights declared Archbishop Jovan a political 
prisoner.

Source:  poa-info.org 
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