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The role of women in the Eastern Orthodox
Church (Part 2)

Continued from Part 1

Divine priesthood is a “functional imaging of the divine priesthood of God the
Father through Jesus Christ” (Voulgaris 1996 : 35). It can thus only be imaged by
man who is connected to the imaging of divine fatherhood. A woman’s role differs
in that she images functionally the role of the Paraclete who is the assistant of
Jesus Christ in His work in the Ekklesia. Both men and women are considered in
Orthodoxy, to be harmonious and mature persons with a sense of great personal
responsibility. Each of the sexes has a deep gnosis or knowledge of their total
dependence on the Triune Godhead for their salvation by the Grace of God the
Father. Holy Scripture teaches us that Salvation is the task of the entire Triune
Godhead. The Father wills that certain things happen. The Son fulfills the will of the
Father and the will is then perfected in each individual believer by the Paraclete.
This is the foundation upon which the teachings of the early Church was based
concerning priesthood as a specifically masculine function. Men and women thus
have distinct roles and functions within the Church. There is expected to be
synergy in what men and women do in the Church in the same way that Jesus
Christ and the Paraclete co-operate. (neplogétepa...)
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