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Harold II the last Orthodox king of England
Ξένες γλώσσες / In English

On October 14, 1066, at Hastings in southern England, the last Orthodox king of 
England, Harold II, died in battle against Duke William of Normandy. William had 
been blessed to invade England by the Roman Pope Alexander in order to bring the 
English Church into full communion with the “reformed Papacy”; for since 1052 the 
English archbishop had been… banned and denounced as schismatic by Rome. The 
result of the Norman Conquest was that the English Church and people were 
integrated into the heretical “Church” of Western, Papist Christendom, which had 
just, in 1054, fallen away from communion with the One, Holy, Catholic and 
Apostolic Church, represented by the Eastern Patriarchates of Constantinople, 
Alexandria, Antioch and Jerusalem. Thus ended the nearly five-hundred-year 
history of the Anglo-Saxon Orthodox Church, which was followed by the demise of 
the still older Celtic Orthodox Churches in Wales, Scotland and Ireland.
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Harold II (c1020-1066) last Anglo-Saxon king of England (1066): Harold swearing an 
oath on sacred relics (c1064) before William of Normandy to support his claim to 
the English throne on death of Edward the Confessor.
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