28 MapTtiov 2010

Jesus and the Donkey...

Zévec YAwaooec / In English

What exactly is the meaning of Palm Sunday? We know the simple facts: Jesus
arrived in Jerusalem and asked his disciples to bring him a foal, the colt of a donkey
to ride upon into the gates of . As Jesus entered the city the crowds began
shouting, “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord!” and waved
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palm branches and spread out their coats on the streets. But this story is quite rich
with symbolism and points to something much deeper.

First of all, the waving of palms and laying down of coats by the people was no
accident or coincidence. Palms were signs of victory and of military achievement.
The Romans gave palms to the victors in the Roman games and emperors gave
them to their subjects following thier military conquests. The Jewish people had
picked up on this and in 1 Maccabees the people waved palm branches to
celebrate the newly established independence of Jerusalem and Judea.

Read More...
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