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The perception of beauty

The recent questions about knowing God – which I have described as something 
that often comes to me in the “peripheral vision” of my life – seems somehow 
related to the perception of beauty as well. Beauty often seems to be “greater than 
the sum of its parts.” We see beauty not simply by looking at a thing – but by 
seeing it. Many people look at icons – a rightly prepared heart is required in order 
to see an icon. Beauty is not an object to be manipulated – but always a gift and a 
wonder to be venerated. So, too, our knowledge of God. Thus the knowledge of God 
seems radically different than the knowledge we gain by the exercise of our 
rational faculty. God cannot be mastered or measured. Even though He has given 
us words to express Him – He cannot be contained in the words. As the Fathers of 
the 7th Council said, “Icons do with color what Scripture does with words.” I would 
suggest that it is also true that Scripture does with words what icons do with color. 
With that – some brief thoughts on beauty. (περισσότερα…)
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