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Twenty years ago today His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew was in
Canada.

Twenty years ago today His All-Holiness presided over the Divine Liturgy at the old
Maple Leaf Gardens in Toronto, Ontario. The Liturgy included 17 bishops, 70
priests, and 19,000 faithful. It was a day for those who were present have and will
never forget. It was the high point of the Ecumenical Patriarch’s remarkable nine-
day, eight-city trip to Canada.
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To celebrate this milestone anniversary of the Patriarch’s visit, the Ecumenical
Patriarchate Archons in Canada, with the blessing of His Eminence Metropolitan
Sotirios, developed and have published an edited volume of works under the title,
Bartholomew in Canada: A Twenty Year Celebration.

The book begins with a foreword by Metropolitan Sotirios and includes chapters by
leading Orthodox theologians and scholars, whom our Holy Metropolis and Archons
in Canada gratefully acknowledge and sincerely thank.

®* An Inspired and Inspirational Tenure: Leading the Orthodox Church into the
Twenty-First Century by Fr. John Chryssavgis

®* Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew: The Abbot of the Great Church of Christ by
Mother Abbess Theoxeni

® Halki Theological School: The Future by Metropolitan Elpidophoros of Bursa

®* The Canonical Status of the Ecumenical Patriarch in the Canonical Order of the
Orthodox Church: Nature and Extension of Its Authority by Metropolitan
Gennadios of Sassima

®* Reflections on Authority from a Relational Perspective: The Ecumenical
Patriarchate and Pan-Orthodox Unity by Bishop Maxim Vasiljevic

®* The Ecumenical Patriarchate: Inter-Christian Dialogue and Religious Tolerance
by Archbishop Job of Telmessos

The introduction was written by E. Sotiropoulos, Archon Ostiarios, who also edited



the volume. In addition, the book includes the homily delivered by His All-Holiness
at the Patriarchal Divine Liturgy at Maple Leaf Gardens, together with photos from
across the country of his 1998 visit.

The Ecumenical Patriarchate Archons in Canada took the initiative to publish a
collection of works to honour our fervent supplicant before God, the Ecumenical
Patriarch, and to rekindle the many memories of the faithful in Canada who have
never forgotten meeting with and receiving the blessing of His All-Holiness.

While celebrating twenty years of Bartholomew in Canada, we hope that this
volume will contribute to the research and literature regarding His All-Holiness and
the venerable Ecumenical Patriarchate.



