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MESSAGE

By His All Holiness

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
For World Environment Day

(June 5, 2010)

Inasmuch as, at the Ecumenical Patriarchate, we have long been concerned about
problems related to the preservation of the natural environment, we have
ascertained that the fundamental cause of the abuse and destruction of the world’s
natural resources is greed and the constant tendency toward unrestrained wealth
by citizens in so-called “developed” nations.

The holy Fathers of our Church have taught and lived the words of St. Paul,
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according to which “if we have food and clothing, we will be content with these” (1
Tim. 6.8), adhering at the same time to the prayer of Solomon: “Grant me neither
wealth nor poverty, but simply provide for me what is necessary for sufficiency.”
(Prov. 30:8) Everything beyond this, as St. Basil the Great instructs, “borders on
forbidden ostentation.” (neploodtepa...)
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