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Bloom Metropolitan of Sourozh (1914- 2003)

EniotAiueg, Téxveg & MoAlTiondc / KowwvioAoyiKd (KowwvikA mpévola & olkoyevelakd BEuata)

uTo B.Kavoravromoviot

O Tipog Zravpdg tov omolov npooxvvipav kai EdaPav evhoyla ol evopiteg g evoplag

Eic T6 6vopa Tod Natpoc kai Tod Yiod kai Tod Ayiov NMvedpaToc.

KaBw¢ mpoyxwpdpe tic €Bdounddec TAC M. ZapakootAg, Pnopodue va mModue pE
aLEavouevn ailoBnon edyvwuoolvNg Kal xapdc, e HLd aiobnon yoArvng Kol Xapag
T& Adyla tod WaAuod «H wuxn pouv Ba CAoel, kKal U e0yvwpooldvn Ba 60Ealel TOV
KOpLo».
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pwrto B.Kwvoravrodovior

O Tipog Zravpdg tov omolov npookvvoav kai EdaPav evhoyla ol evopiteg g evoplag

TAv nmpwtn £R6oudda TtAG M. TeooapakooThig €ldape TtV LMdéoxeon THG cwTnplag
doopévn and tAv M. AlaBAKN v EKMANPWVETAL: 0 OebC Eylve GvBpwmog, N cwTnpla
EpyxeTal KL 6oa EAMiCoupe €lvat dSuvatd. Metd TV 6e0TEPN £BOOMEDA EXOLUE TAV
dlakApuEn amd OAovc TOUC Ayiouvg TAC XploTiavoolbvng OTL 6 OedC OxL povo
Katolknoe avdpeoa pag. AAAG kol (EEex0ON MAVW POC) WMAC MANMUOPLOE R XE&PLC
Tou, péoa otnv EKkAnoia, &AAG kal o€ kABe &vBpwtivn wouxn E€tolun va oexOel
Ekelvov, TNV mapovcia Tou, TO METAMOPPWHEVO o€ Aylo MNvedua dWpo, mod PAG
KAVEL V& KOowwvoDue O0Ao Kat o Babid (odolaoTikd) pe tév (wvta BOed, PEXPL va
y{voupue pLa pépa petoyol thg Beiag evonc.

Kol ofjuepa, dv dvapwtnbodue «dAA& nwg; MO Ba ovyxwpnbodue, MOG TO KAKS B
AvolpeBe;» - Eva BApa pac @épvel BaBiTEPA oTAV €0yvwWHoolvn, BabiTEPA OTAV
xopd, BabvTtepa oAV olyovpld, dtav okePTOPaoTe, Otav ateviCovue Tov ZTaLEO.

EdQ &xovpe Eva andonoaoua tod EvayyeAlov, dmov 6 XploTtdg PIAG Y& TRV owTnpia
Kal Ti¢ mpolmob<oelg, 6 METpog Tod Afel: «Kal mold¢ pmopel va owbdeL;» -Kal O
XpLotéc tod amnovtd: «Td ddvvata nap’ dvBpwmolg duvatd ot napd TR Oc@». Ku
Ekelvoc ApBe, ) mAnpdTNTa Toh O0d Katoiknoe TAV &vBpwmvn eoon, Kt Ekevoc
ExeL THY B0vapn va ouyxwpel yiatl Ekelvoc elvat B0pa 8Anc ThAC Kakiag, 8ANC TAHC
oKANPOTNTOC, TAC KOaTaoTpoelkdtnTag oTtAv dvBpwmvn iotopila. Nati BERala
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KavelG GAAOG EKTOC amd TO B0pa dev pmopel va oLyXWPEL adTOV MO E@epe TNV
Kakia, TAV aBALOTNTA, TAV HWlépLa, THAY @Bopd Kat TOv BdvaTto oty Cwh pag. Kal 6
XpLotég 6&v ouyxwpel uévo ToLC Poviddeg Tov, Otav Aéel; «Matep Geeg avTOlC, 0D
vé&p oidaot t{ mowodot», AAAG miye Kat Mépa &’ adTtd yati eine: ‘O 6’ &v noljosTe
vl TOOTWY TWVY ABEAPROV HoL TV EAaxioTwy, Euol énmoljoate» «O TL KAVEL KOVE(C
OTOV MO KPS ABEAQS B ABEAP Hov, (Elvat odv ) TO KAVEL 08 péva»)- Byt Hévo TO
KaAG GAAG Kol TO XELPOTEPO - ylati otV cuundvia, TAV AAANAsyyon BplokeTal
Ekelvog, o€ kKaBéva mol Dnoeépel: atdv BAdvaTo, TOV évo, THY dywvia Tod KaBevdg
no0 OMoeépet, elvat ADTOC. Kal dkdua, tav npoosdyxetatl «MNatep dpec avToic! Aév
E€pouvv T( KAvouv, TL mAve va K&vouv», EKeEIVvOC MPOTeDXETAL YO TOV KaBéva amod
MGG, Ot pévo oT1d Okd Tou dvoua, AAAA kKal otd Gvopa (yla Aoyoplacud) OAwv
aLTWV 0TOLC Omoloug ExeL EmTeOel TO Kakg, ¢Eattiac TAG avBpwmvng duapTtiac.

AANG 6€v glvat povo 6 XpLoTdc Mol cLYXWPEL: KaBévac Mol €xeL MOVESEL GTAY YuxH,
TO oM, TO Mvedpa - 6 KaBévag KaAsltal va dwoel xdpn o’ adTdv Mol TéV EKAVE VA
LTIOPEPEL.

Kt &kOua, pmnopodpe va O6odue TOV Xplotd va A€el  «ZuyXwpnoe Omnwg
oLYXWPENONKECG» ylatl Kal TO B0pa Kal 60 B0TNG (Evoxog) dévovtal W' Eva deouo
GAANAEYYONC Kot duotBaioac OrnevBuvdTNTAC. MEVO TO BV Elval oV Pnopel va Tel:
«KbOpLe ouyxwpnoé tov, ouyxwpnaoé tTnv» Kol 6 Koplog pmopel va mel «vai, 6a To
KAvw!».

AAAG ovveldnTtomnoloDPe mold €0B0vN BAleL 0TdV KABEVA Pag, AMEVAVTL OTOV GAAO;
AAAG émionc to BABoCg, TO Bavpdolo MAGTOC éAMdac Mol a&volyeTal UMPOOTA HOC
0tav AvTikpOZoLPE TOV ZTALPO KoL BAEMOLME OTL M€ TAV cupndvia Anévavtl ¢ Ao
To 4vBpwmvo £i6oc & Xplotdc maipvel €ndvw Touv Ao TOV Mévo TOD KHGUOUL,
déxetal va mebdvel E€vav amiotevto Odvato AfyovtaC €K HEPOLG BAWY Bowv
ono@€pouvy «Nai- o ocLyXWPW..!»

AODTO elval &ANo Eva BRAua TPAC TV €AcvBepia, Eva dkdpa BApa mPOC TAV OTLyUN
moL Ba AvTikpOooLPE TOV AvaoTNUéVo XPLoTd, TRV AvdoTtoaon, Mol Ba mMeEPLAGBEL KL
OAovG €paG, yatl 6 Xplotdg dvaotnOnke Kal xdploe o’ OAOLC EUAC TAV MANPOTNTA
TA¢ aiwviag CwAG.

Kai prnopodpe v modue Eavd kai Eavd, §TL f ZapakooTh eval pid nnyR véac Cwic,
€v0c véou xpodvou, xpdvov avavéwaong, OxL POVO HE TAV MPETAvVOLA, GAAL va
naotodue &nd tov dlo Tév XpLotd, moL odv Bookdg Gpnage TO Xauévo mpdBaTo,
Kabwg o0 dloc 6 XpLotdé¢ orifkwoe Tov Xtouvupd Tou, TOV €BaAe otriv B€éon Tod
Bavatov, kot Avaipeoe TOV OdvaTto, avaipece TO Kakd (TAv auoptia) PE TAV



ouyxwpeon kat 6ivovtag tTAvV Cwn Tov. N’ AAAN ud gopd Epxduaacte AAAO Eva BAua
npdc TAV €AsvBepia Kal TAV dvavéwaon. A¢ pnodue BaBiTEPA 0TSO PLOTAPLO, OTO
Badpa TAC owtnplag Kot evepatvépevol mapd Oe®, kal xatpduevol BAUa HE BAMQ,
OA0 Kot Td TOAD, G¢ ékppdlovpe TAV €LYVWHOOLYVN PO YU abTAYV TAV dvakaivion
TAG CWAG pag. Aunv.
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MpwTtéTuno Ke{pevo

Sunday of the Cross
18 March 1990

In the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.

As we progress deeper and deeper into the weeks of Lent, we can say with an ever-
growing sense of gratitude and of joy, of a serene and exulting joy the words of a
Psalm, ‘My soul shall live, and with gratitude | will give glory to the Lord\'.

In the first week of Lent we have seen all the promises of salvation given in the Old
Testament fulfilled: God became man, salvation has come, and all hopes are
possible. And then, in the second week of Lent, we had the glorious proclamation of
all the Saints of Christendom that not only did God come and dwell in our midst,
but He has poured out upon us, into the Church, and into every human soul ready
to receive Him the presence, the transforming gift of the Holy Spirit that makes us
gradually commune ever deeper to the Living God until one day we become
partakers of the Divine nature.

And today, if we ask ourselves, \'But how that? How can we be forgiven, how can
evil be undone?\' - one step brings us deeper into gratitude, deeper into joy,
deeper into certainty when we consider, when we contemplate the Cross.

There is a passage of the Gospel in which we are told that when Christ spoke of
salvation and of its conditions, Peter said to Him, \'Who then can be saved?\’ - and
Christ answered, \'What is not possible to men is possible for God!". And He Himself
came; the fullness of God abided in a human person, and He has power to forgive
because He is the victim of all the evil, all the cruelty, all the destructiveness of
human history. Because indeed, no one but the victim can forgive those who have
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brought evil, suffering, misery, corruption and death into their lives. And Christ
does not only forgive His own murderers, when He says, \'Father, forgive - they
don\'t know what they are doing\’: He goes beyond this, because He had said,
\'Whatever you have done to one of My smaller brethren and sisters, you have
done it to Me’ - not only in good, but indeed, the worst: because in compassion, in
solidarity He identifies with every sufferer: the death, the pain, the agony of each
of those who suffer is His. And so, when He prays, \'Father, forgive! They do not
know what they are doing, what they have been doing’, He prays for each of us not
only in His own name, but in the name of all those upon whom evil has visited
because of human sin.

But it is not only Christ who forgives; everyone who has suffered in soul, in body, in
spirit, - everyone is called to grant freedom to those who have made him suffer.

And so, we can see why Christ says, \'Forgive so that you may be forgiven\’
because both the victim and the culprit are tied in one knot of solidarity and
reciprocal responsibility. Only the victim can say, \'Lord - forgive him, forgive her’,
and only then can the Lord say, ‘I do!".

But do you realise what responsibility it puts on each of us with regard to all and
everyone? But also the depth, the glorious depth of hope which opens up to us
when we look at the Cross and see that in solidarity with all mankind Christ taking
upon Himself all the suffering of the world, accepting to die an impossible death
has said in the name of all the sufferers, \'Yes, - we forgive!’

This is one more step towards freedom, this is one more step towards the moment
when we will be faced with Christ\'s resurrection that engulfs us also because the
risen Christ is risen and is offering all and each of us the fullness of eternal life.

And so again, and again we can say that Lent is a spring of a new life, a new time,
a time of renewal, not only in repentance, but in being taken by Christ Himself as
the shepherd took the lost sheep, as the Lord took up His Cross, brought it to the
place of death, and undid death, undid evil by forgiveness and giving His life. Once
more we are confronted with another step of our freedom and of newness. Let us
enter ever deeper into this mystery, into this wonder of salvation, and rejoice in the
Lord, and rejoicing, step after step, more and more, let us also express our
gratitude by newness of life.

Amen!
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