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Landmark ruling in Turkey Buyukada orphanage 
returned to the Orthodox Patriarchate
Ξένες γλώσσες / In English

A landmark ruling by a court of law in Turkey, the first of its kind: Buyukada district 
court of following the ruling of the Court of human rights in Strasbourg, has handed 
over the Buyukada orphanage to the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Istanbul. The court 
has informed the “Fanar” that orders have been given for the final return of the 
building, located on the ‘Island of the Princes’ to the Ecumenical Patriarchate of 
Constantinople. It also ordered that the land be registered to the “Rum Patrikanesi” 
(The Patriarchate of the Rum, as Orthodox Christians are called in Turkey), 
recognizing its de facto legal status. It should also be noted that with this ruling, 
the Buyukada court overturns a previous decision of 27 June 2005, with which, and 
at the request of the Directorate of Religious Foundations, all property rights to the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople over the orphanage were removed.

Read more…
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