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Christ addresses Himself to each person

Zévec YAwooec / In English

Fr. Alexander Schmemann, Celebration of Faith (Sermons, Vol. 1: “I
Believe”), pp. 15-17

Several years ago a French publishing house asked a cross-section of famous
people -writers, philosophers, artists- to contribute to a small book, entitled What |
Believe. ... Their responses were profoundly different from one another, and each
essay is fascinating to read. One and the same faith has become new and personal
when mediated by personal experience, personal understanding, yet it never
ceases to be one faith shared in common.

[Pleople today often speak about religion and Christianity primarily on an
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impersonal, objective, dogmatic level. Not only religion’s opponents, but even
believers are accustomed to discussing how and what Christianity teaches, how
and what believers affirm. Yet faith, in its very nature and essence, is something
deeply personal, and therefore it is only really alive when seen in the context of
personality and personal experience.Only when a particular teaching of the Church
-or, as we say, a dogma, an affirmation of some particular truth- becomes my faith
and my experience, and therefore the main content of my life, does this faith come
alive. If one reflects on faith and thinks about how it passes from one person to
another, it becomes obvious that what really convinces, inspires and converts is
personal experience. (meploodtepa...)
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