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Eic T0 dvoua tod Matpog kat tod Yiod kal tod Ayiov MvedpaTog.

‘Onote KAMOLO AYOTINMEVO HOG TTPOCWTO Avayxwpeel &’ avthn tTh wn Kal eloEpyeTal
oTAV alwvldTNTA, TMPOCELXOUAOTE Yyl TO £€Aco¢ ToD Oc0D, ywd va MEPLBAAAEL N
dyann tod ol adTd TO MPOOWNO Kal V& TO HETAPEPEL EKEL BTov elvat f aivia
Xopa -otov 0ebd. Kabe ZdBBato, OMwWCG Kol o0& KAMOLEC AAAEC TEPLOTAOELG,
MPOCELYOUAOTE YA TODC KEKOLUNUEVOUG, AAAA T ZAPBBATA OE MO OLYKEKPLUEWN
OTLYMN mpooevyxdpaoTe €niong otnv Mntépa tod Ocod kal Duvodue thH 66E€a TNG.
Kol 6&v givat pédtoto i Tuyxaio mod cuvdéovtat ol 600 MPOCELYEC.

‘Otav mpoosvOUAOTE YA TOULG KEKOLMNUEVOULG, BEV CNTAUE AMO TO OO0 va Pavel
ABLKOC KOl V& ouyXwpPAoeL ABLKaLoAdYNTa TIC duapTiec Toug, v’ amnopplyel Ekelvoug
mod Tov Amépplyov Kal mod dkdua elvat dvikavol v kowwvroouvy pali Tov mplv
TOUG KLPLELOEL N O¢gikn dydrn, Onwc R BaAnwpn tod AALoL SlameEPVE TA MAYWHEVA
owpata TAC YAG. NMPooeLYOUOOTE YLO TOUC KEKOLUNUEVOLG MopPTLPWVTAC OTL dEV
g€fnoav patata otn yf, 6tL dtav Coboav Gvaye OTIC KOPOLEG MOC MLA QASYQ, ML
PAGya €0yvwHooOVNG, €0AABELAC, AyAmnNe: A @ASya o0t (owg v elval pikpn A
HEYAAN, (owc va Py elval KETL MEPLOGATEPO ATO Eva PRIC KEPLOD TOD TPeponailel,



AAAQ pmopel va poldlel pe TNV Kawopévn Pato mov Adunel péoa otn d6&a TAG
dyannc tob Oco0D, thc BeikA¢ Tov napovaiag.

MapTtupodue, OTav MPOCELXOUAOCTE YLX TOUG VEKPODC, BTL Exouue AQBEL ATIO ADTOLG
£va prvopa GARBeLac, EATBAC, Xopac: 8TL ATav Y& YaC 6pduoc PO TOv Oeb, 8TL
MO&C dvolEav pua mépTa oL 0dnyel otnv alwvia wn, Enewdn avtn Bploketal péoa
otTh yvwon to0 {wvtavod O©c0D, Kal MPOCELYXOUOOTE MPAYHATIKA 0" EKelvov, EMeLdn
52V elval O£dC VEKPRV BAAX OdC TWVTWVY.
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Kol &v A &ydnn pac umopel va elvat &Bdvatn, &v othv M. Atabrikn ypdeel 8TL 1
dydmnn eivat o duvath &md TOV BdvaTo, 58V HAC pével Tapd VA TIODUE BTL 1) &ydmn
To0 Ood 61 Ttod Xplotod £lvat md duvatr) Amd TOV BEAVATO KL MEdr) 6 XPLoToC
TOV viknoe Kal TOv KataTponwaoe, i Cwn Eex0OnKe dNwe E€vac KaTapPAKTNG AMO TO
MVAMa TAC AvaoTtaong. Kal yU avTto oTpe@duaoTte he xopa otn Mntépa tod OcoD,
pHEoo &md TAV mMpooeuxn Kol TR Aatpela, €medn elval pid Movaika dvdpeoa oTiC
AAAEC YLVATKEC TIOL OUWC &V poldlel e kKaplo oTO peyaAElo, oTAV TEAELOTNTA TAC
npoc@opdc tod €avtod TNG MPOC TOV O, TAC KABAPATNTAC TNG, TIOL APEONKE va
yivel e0MAaoTO DALKO OTQ SNULOLPYLIKA XEépLa ToD OcoD. Eneldn unépeoe kal nmioteye
6ixw¢ £vdolaopolg, pE yevwaldtnTa Kol nfpe odpka péoa tTne 6 Oedc Adyoc! Elvat
AANBwa N Mntépa TAC ZWAC, GAAX L Onwe 1 mpwTn Eda, N untépa SAwv Ekelvwy
nod Codv oTh YA Kal elvatl KaTadlkaopévol v eBdvouv. Oxt, elval 1 MnTtépa TAC
ZWACG, £€pepe O0TOV KOOPOo TNV Alwvia Zwr, Tov Ogo ToOV (6lo oL &yve GvBpwmog,
TOV Yi0 10D ©€00 mob péoa amno Ekelvny, £ywve Yiog tod dvBpwmov.

“Enpene éniong va meBdvel, Onwg 0 XpLotdcg, dlatnpwvTtag AMOALTN £voTnNTA KOl
AAANAEYYON HE TOV GvOBPWTO: AAAQ €KOLPAON dxwplota Evwpevn W Ekelvov oToOv
omolo £€dwaoe TNV Yuxr Kal TO cWPa TNG, £dwaoe Tt Cwr T™NG d{XWC €vdoLaouoLG Kal
NMPAyUaTL, KaBWG Aéel pLd pooevyn THG EkkAnalag, 6 Tdgog Kal 6 BdvaTtoc TnG d&v
MIépECOY VA TRV KPATHOOLY QUACKLOPEVN. Emeldn mpdogepe TOV £AUVTO TNG OTOV
O€0 KL €vWONKE PE TOV XPLoTO, &ylve PETOXOC TAC alwvidTnTag, AvaoTABNKE KOl
glval HETA TOV XPLoTd O MPKTOC KapmdC &mnd BAovc €kelvouc mob ETnoav, Zpuyav
ar’ a0t ™ Cwn Kal €lofABav otnv atwvidotnTa: Yuévo Ekeivn, HETA TOV XPLOTO,
eloAABE oTNV alwvidTnTa OAOKANPWHEVN, HME WYouxn Kol o@ua. MeEPLUEVOVUE TRV
€vd0oEn davaotaon TNV AUépa TAC Kploewg, 8mov ol CWVTAVEC YPUXEC, KEKABAPUEVEC,
AVOKOLVIOPEVEG ATO TNV PeETAvola, &md Ta Odkpuva TAC CUVTETPLUMEVNG KaPOLAC
HOC Kal BamTiopévec otd alpa Tod Auvod Bd £vwBolv pE T& CWHATA pag Tépa dmd
TOV BdvaTo, Thv auaptia, érmov Ta madvta Ba dlENEL 1) oxéon Yo TOv Oed, Ao TOTE
nod nHpaue THY Ondéoxeon 6Tl B& EpBeL UL NUépa Tod T& Mdvta B elval OdC.

Kol édtav mpoosuyduaote TWpa oth Mntépa tod Oeod Kal yU' adToOLC TOL &€xOouv
POYEL, aDTEC £lval ol OKEWELC oD £xoupe 0TO vod kol TAV Kapdid. Nai, & B&vaToc



EenmepdoTnKE Kal TNV AanodelEn th BAEmovue 6xL pévo otn povadikn vikn Tod
Xplotod, GAAX Kol 0TO mpdéowto TAC Mntépag ToD Oecol. AAAQ pmopodue, &vi
elpoote €0AAwWTOL, OLoTaKTIKOL OTAV miotn Hag, va EAmiCouue OTL B TNV
dkoAovBrioovue oTNV aiwvidtnta; MNpdyuat,, vai, &v BwWaxbodue a&mo TRV
KaBapdTnNTa TNG MOL EMETPEYE OTO QWG ToD Oc0D va Aduyel pEoa Ano Ekelvnv, AMO
TOV TPOmo moL mapadddnke Wote va yivel dynua TAC Otelag Evodpkwaong, TRV
NPWIKNA, BappaAéa, BuolaoTIKn TPOocPOPA TOD €avTOD TNC TMOL TAG EMETPEYE v
yivel ) MnTtépa tod ZwthApa pog.

Mpémnel va Buudpaote Ta Adyla ToD AnootdAov MadAov, | HdAAov ToD XpLoTod mPog
TOV MadAo dtav &volwaoe AvAUTIOPOG VA EKMTANPWOEL TNV Enlyela ATIOCTOAR TOUL Kal
{ntnoe 60vaun amno tov Koplo : «Apkel ool 1 Xaptc Mov, i yap dovaulg Mou €v
doBevelq TeAewodTOow»,- OYL oTAV TEUMEALX, OTn OclAla, GAAQ o' €kelvnv TNV
aduvapia mob elval TéAsla napddoon.

A¢ pdBovpe amo tTHV Mntépa t0D OG0l va mapadlddpacote 0TO BéANUA ToD O€c0d
wote | Cwn Tou va duamotiCel tHV UmapEn upag kol &g mpoasuynBodue yud BAoLG
TOUG KEKOLUNUEVOLG TIOL BplokovTal OTO MLOOOKATAdO v QWTLOTODY Ao TO DWC
T00 Oc0Dd -va yeuloovv amoO PG, Katd TOV Aylo lwdvvn ToOv MaAoud, 6nwg ol
yviolol KpUoTaAAOL oL 8&v oKoTeEWLAlovY ATIO KavéEva @G TOL TOLC dlamepva
AAAQ TO dvTtavakAodv mpo¢ kK&Be KatevOLVON.

Ac amoBéoovue TIC €ATidEC pag, ¢ moTEWouue, d¢ mapadoboldue, ¢ pdBovue Kal
d¢ dogdoovue thH Mntépa t0D B0 Kal TOV KOplo Kal ©€o kKol ZwTthpa pag, Tnood
XpLotd! Aunv.

Anédoaon TNV VEOEAANVLKN: Www.agiazoni.com

MpwTtéTULMNO KE(MEVO
On Prayer for the Departed

September 2nd, 1989
In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost.

Whenever someone dear to us departs this earthly life and enters into eternity, we
pray for God\'s mercy, indeed for God\'s love to enfold the person and bring him
into the eternity of joy which is in God. Every Saturday, as on certain other
occasions, we pray regularly for the departed, but on Saturdays in a special context
- we pray also to the Mother of God and sing her glory. And it is not by chance or in
vain that the two prayers are intertwined.

When we pray for the departed, we do not ask God to be unjust and to pardon sins
gratuitously, and not to reject those who have rejected Him and are still unable to


https://agiazoni.gr/digital-library/?az-author=8971

commune with Him before the love of God has penetrated them, as the warmth of
the sun penetrates the cold bodies of the earth.. We pray for the departed
testifying thereby that they have not lived in vain on earth, that they have, while
they were on earth, kindled in our hearts a flame, a flame of gratitude, of
reverence, of love; this flame may be small or great; it may be nothing more than
the flickering light of a candle, but it can also be like the burning bush, shining with
all the glory of the love of God, of His divine presence. We testify, when we pray for
the departed, that we have received from them a message, a message of truth, of
faith, of hope, of joy; that they have been for us a way to God, that they have
opened to us a door which leads into eternal life, because life eternal consists in
knowing the living God, and we pray to Him indeed, because He is not the God of
the dead but the God of those who live. And if our love can be undying, if the Old
Testament could say that love is stronger than death - how much more can we say
that the love of God in Christ is stronger than anything - death indeed, among
other things, because in Christ death has been defeated, death has been harrowed,
life has gushed forth like a torrent from the tomb of the Resurrection.

And this is why we turn to the Mother of God, both in prayer and in veneration,
rejoicing that She is one of us, a Woman among women, and yet - a Woman like
none for the greatness, the perfection of her gift of self to God, of her transparency
to God, for her suppleness in the creative hands of God. Indeed, it is because She
could believe unreservedly, heroically that the Incarnation was made possible! She
is truly the Mother of Life, but not as the first Eve, the mother of all those who live
on earth and are doomed one day to depart this life. - No, She is the Mother of Life
because She has brought into the world Life Eternal, God Himself become man, the
Son of God Who in, but also through Her, has become the Son of man.



She also had to die, as Christ did, in total solidarity, in union with us; but She died
inseparably united to the God to Whom She had given her soul and her body, her
life without reserve, and indeed, as we are told in one of the Church\’'s prayers, the
grave and death proved incapable of keeping her a prisoner. She so communed to
eternal life by her total gift of self to God and for unity with Christ, that She rose
alive, and She is after Christ the first fruit of all those who have lived on earth,
departed this earthly life and entered into eternity; She alone, after Christ, entered
it fulfilled, entered it in body and soul. We are expecting the glorious resurrection
of the last day, when living souls, cleansed, renewed by repentance, by the tears of
our broken-heartedness and washed in the blood of the Lamb will be reunited to
our bodies and stand, an incarnate humanity beyond death, beyond sin, beyond
everything which is less than communion with God, since we are promised that the
day will come when God shall be all in all.

And when we pray now to the Mother of God, and for the departed, these are
thoughts which are in our hearts and minds. Yes, death is overcome, and we have
evidence of it in the person of the Mother of God, and not only in the unique victory
of Christ. But can we, frail, hesitant in our faith, hope to follow her into eternity?
Indeed, yes, if we learn from her the transparency that allowed the light of God to
shine through her, the surrender that allowed her to become the vessel of the
Incarnation, the gift of self, heroic, courageous, self-sacrificing that allowed her to
be the Mother of our Saviour.

We must remember the words of Saint Paul, or rather of Christ spoken to Paul when
he felt unable to fulfil his earthly mission and asked for strength, “My grace
sufficeth unto thee, My power is made manifest in weakness”, - not in laziness, not
in cowardice, but in that weakness which is perfect surrender.

Let us learn from the Mother of God so to surrender that the life of God may
pervade us; and let us pray for all the departed who entered into eternity in twilight
that they should be enlightened, indeed, more that this - be filled with light, in the
words of Saint Gregory Palamas, like pure crystals which obscure no light that flows
through them, and yet reflect it in all directions through the many, many facets of
their unique personality .....

Let us hope, let us believe, let us surrender, let us learn, and give glory to the
Mother of God, and to our Lord and God and Saviour Jesus Christ! Amen.



