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We sometimes hear people talking about how they came to join the Orthodox 
Church. Although each story is interesting and may even be extraordinary, I think 
that the stories of how people remained faithful Orthodox Christians despite 
temptations may be more helpful. As it is written in the Gospels: ‘In your patience 
possess ye your souls’.

Moreover, I have called this talk not, ‘On Joining the Orthodox Church’, but, ‘On 
Becoming and Remaining an Orthodox Christian’. For joining the Orthodox Church 
or becoming a member of the Orthodox Church, which is concerned with external 
changes, is not at all the same as ‘Becoming an Orthodox Christian’, which is all 
about internal changes. And remaining an Orthodox Christian is even more 
important, which is why I have devoted three times as much time to it here as to 
becoming an Orthodox Christian.

ON BECOMING ORTHODOX

CONVERSION AND INTEGRATION

Let us define our terms by talking of a number of words which are used in this 
context. First, there is the useless phrase ‘born Orthodox’. This does not exist. 
Nobody is ‘born Orthodox’, we are all born pagans. (περισσότερα…)

http://www.diakonima.gr/2009/06/27/on-becoming-and-remaining-an-orthodox-christian/
http://www.diakonima.gr/2009/06/27/on-becoming-and-remaining-an-orthodox-christian/

