DECLARATION OF SOLIDARITY


Having been informed about everything that has been written and said by the Media against the monasteries of Mount Athos  (“Agion Oros”, i.e. the Holy Mountain) and especially against the Holy Great Monastery of Vatopaidi, and having the personal experience of the spirituality of Mount Athos, either as visitors of Vatopaidi Monastery or as recipients of their love during their outings to the world:

· We express our intense and sincere protest for the unacceptable and vulgar attacks on the community of Mount Athos altogether, as well as on the monks of the Holy Great Monastery of Vatopaidi personally.
· We condemn the public humiliation and the persecution of the monks, without even their views and positions having been heard. We castigate the constant and daily offensive and disrespectful references to the monks. We are very well aware that their spiritual role and their identity do not permit them to reply, and this is being taken advantage of.
· We are deeply grieved about the injustice that the monks of Mount Athos and of the Holy Monastery of Vatopaidi are undergoing, especially when we are being informed of facts that are imaginary and have nothing to do with reality by various persons who do not have the slightest clue concerning the monastery’s true spiritual, missionary, social, charitable, cultural and ethnic works and the duty that it has been serving for hundreds of years in order to preserve the Orthodox Faith. 

· We humbly express our profound and unselfish support to the Sacred Community of Mount Athos and the Holy Monastery of Vatopaidi during this attack that they are suffering by the questioning of age-old title deeds, documents, recommendations by legists, juridical decisions and legislative acts which have repeatedly safeguarded their rights of property.

· We denounce these attacks as part of a broader plan, by various interests, to slander monasticism and our Orthodox faith. It is not possible for us to stand idle as we watch values and institutions being scorned that have survived to this day, remaining unshakable for hundreds of years as pillars of Orthodoxy, that even the Turkish occupation did not manage to overturn. 

We especially want to protest the way Abbot Ephraim is being presented by the Media, and we insist that what is being said or insinuated has absolutely nothing to do with his personality and actions.
The attempt to strip and deprive the Holy Monasteries of their assets will only harm and hinder their spiritual, missionary, social, charitable, cultural and ethnic works that benefit the public.
Today, we raise our voice in order to break the barrier of isolation and that the truth might reach every citizen. We unite our forces to support the monasticism that is under persecution and we work with faith, patience and perseverance for the defense of the merits and character of Mount Athos and for its ultimate moral vindication.
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