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Procopius was born in Jerusalem of a father who was a Christian and a mother who 
was a pagan. At first, his name was Neanias. Following the death of his father, the 
mother raised her son completely in the spirit of Roman idolatry. When Neanias 
matured, Emperor Diocletian saw him and, at once, took a liking to him and 
brought him to his palace for military service. When this nefarious emperor began 
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