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7. The Discovery of the Hesychast Elder Daniel as Spiritual Father

From the very beginning of his venture, the Elder longed to find a spiritual father: a
spiritual man, in the full sense of the word, who could teach him and guide him in
this subtle and mysterious life. And despite all his disappointments, as he told us,
he never ceased to search and hope. There was a rumour about ascetics whom
most people never saw, who lived in obscurity and would present themselves from
time to time to certain priests, themselves spiritual men, and receive Communion.
For a long time this was a problem and a trial for the Elders, because they kept
trying and searching constantly in the hope of meeting such people. In their
persistent efforts they went round all the caves and huts, and any other trace of
earlier habitation or place where there was evidence that some ascetic had once
lived.

Read more... (nepltoodtepa...)
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