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Continued from (Part XXX)

The Holy Icons

One of the first things that strikes a non-Orthodox visitor to an Orthodox church is
the promi-nent place assigned to the Holy Icons. The Iconostasis (lcon-screen)
dividing the Altar from the rest of the church is covered with them, while others are
placed in prominent places throughout the church building. Sometimes even the
walls and ceiling are covered with them in fresco or mosaic form. The Orthodox
faithful prostrate themselves before them, kiss them, and burn can-dles before
them. They are censed by the Priest and carried in processions. Considering the ob-
vious importance of the Holy Icons, then, questions may certainly be raised
concerning them: What do these gestures and actions mean? What is the
significance of these Icons? Are they not idols or the like, prohibited by the Old
Testament?

Read more... (nepltoodtepa...)
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