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Icon of the Mother of God “the Unburnt Bush”
Ξένες γλώσσες / In English / Συναξαριακές Μορφές

The Unburnt Bush Icon of the Most Holy Theotokos is based on the miracle 
witnessed by Moses in the Old Testament. In Chapter 3 of Exodus God calls Moses 
on Mt. Horeb from the midst of a bush which “was burning, yet it was not 
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consumed” (Ex. 3:2). Moses is informed that he will lead the Hebrews out of their 
slavery in Egypt, and then God tells him His name, “I am Who am” (Ex. 3:14).

The Church has always regarded the Unburnt Bush on Horeb as a type of the Most 
Holy Theotokos giving birth to the Savior Christ, while remaining a Virgin. This 
imagery is to be found in the Church’s hymnography (for example, the Dogmatikon 
at Saturday Vespers in Tone 2), and also in iconography.

Read more…
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